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AJF entries screened,
winners honared
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Film challenge
nets tiny gems

B BY DAVID TELL, MESSERGER EDITOH

n 1586, Devid Letterman held

the first of at least a couple of

annual specials, inviting various

writers and performers to pro=
dhace short films, which were broad-
cast on the show. Veteran actors and
satirists such s Michael Keaton;
Andren Martin und Catherine O'Hara;
Harry Shiearer and Christopher Guest;
and Belte Midler producel shors for
that first special, and they were little
gems of filmmaking,

Now a local filmmaker has conxed
similur types of short films out of locel
producers-directirs and their casts
and crews, via the
Almost Famous Film
Festival Short Film
Challenges, or A3F.
And, we're happy 1o
ey, the evenk has led
some local talent to
create pleces that are
in the same league as
thowe Lpujoyed slmost
haps giving the new-
bies a morale boost
and a heightened profile that could

heelp propel them on to bigger amd beet-

ter things.

Late lnst vear, Jae Staats of Ballboy
Productions {a Wille resident whise
2003 short film “Stalked™ has been
covered in features in these pages),
began organizing A3F, with sponsor-
ship and various forms of support
from Majerle'’s Bestourant, the

Phoenix Suns, The Midtown Messen-
ger, F Pizzn, Audio Video Resources,
Allied Vaughn, ond Termn Soft Solu
tions. On Monday, March 7, a public
sereening of the resulting films was
held at the Iee Houwse in downtown
PFhoenix, to g capacity audisnoe,
(Staats said the next such event will
have to find a langer screening venue.)

Fims ran the gumut from rather crude
armistenrish productions to highly pol-
e, professional quality shorts. All
films hud to meet three thematic eriterin,
nd were expected to be § mintes long
or kess. The themes wene "to be in soms:
wiiy to be about a
missed oppariunity,” o
depict chamcters sitting
on & bench ot some:
paint, and to inoompo-
mindes thee b, “Eacise
e, bt died you dmop
ihis?

Some af the best
filrms self~oonsciously
phyed with these
nssipmment elements,
of showasd cast and
erenw i somee wiey strugehing, generlly
unsuccessfully, with the +8-hour times-
pan for creating the film, from start o
finish, and turming it in. “Sed Msc” god
“#8 Hours 1o Go™ ook this tack. (For
the names of the production companics
or individuals sssocinted with the films
mentioned bere, they may or may not
b matched up together on the ASF
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plaved to menacing good effect by o prizes, to mitke this a bigger and better
skilled actress. The sequence with the  event.” Staats said.




Fest winner a touching tale

Standout in script, acting, production values, direction

Date™ is the innotuous title ol the wanderful littie film that was ral=d
“best overall® in the A3F Film Challenge. Produced by Friendly People Pro-
dhisctions and directed by Bives Biswas of D.1.B. Pictures Enfertainment

i W},hﬁaﬂwﬁ-khﬂﬂm maddla-aged, réclu-
sive writer-type asked out for a first date—a picnic lunch—by an earnest, beautiful
young woman. Written by Serena Tomes-Wabb (who we beliove handied the placing of
ads in this paper for Actor’s Thealer a couple of years ago), the story has 8 twist—
the gentleman biing wooed, played by Tom Blackwood, his obsassiés-ooitipuisie
disorder, resulting in & tragicomic calcomse.

Wi posed sorme guestions to direcior Biswas about his background, philcsaghy,
and aspirations with regard 1o film, He sad thal in college, a5 hobibses, he compased
masic, wiobe songs and played rhythm guilar and keyboard for kocal and college
bands. He then graduated from ASU with @ master's degree in compuier science and
cumrently holds a “day job” as a software enginear.

“My current emphasis s on directing and producing films that ae driven by story
and characters, and are visually rich with good sound and memorable music, Biswas
said. “Film music and scoring is very important to me. | always want my films o
have the kind of music that if played back on radio years from now can instantly
bring back to mind images from the film and the circomstances the characiers were
going through in the movie.”

Biswas called advances in digitsl filmmaking “a blessing 1o imdependent filmimak-
ers” such a3 those who enlered A3F, "If applied comectly, the technology can pro-
duce sairdmiely pleasing visuls and onl results,” he said,

Bizwas gane the actors due credit Tor the 1ilm's werm reception. “Tom and Dona [Wood]
nmmmm raised this film 1o a completely different

Jevel ™ he said, =1 think the defining moment of the

film = whien Tom breaks down st the amd. | cowldn
have asked for & mane intense perormance.

“Dona is an extremely talented acimess, very
professional in her work and easy to work with,”
Bizwas added, "She kept her spontaneity slive
m @ long production day and throwgh as

™ ke w4 | pabiod from her™

Again, 85 o Blackwood, | have never sesn an
actor pet so compledaly into their charactes as
Tom did for such a short film,™ Biswas said. Ha
sald he'd seen Mick Cage's great portrayal of an
obsessive-compaiisive in Ridley Scoft's 2003 film
*“Matchstick Men,™ but had no idea whather
Blackwood had seen it He also gaée Torres-
Webh kudas for her scroanwriting Skifls.

HETER "We are hoping winnlng this festival will gener-
Dirscter Bivas Biswas (efl) walks aie a good amounl of exposuné fof 4 and pass
off after accepling the besi film hon-  bly Give us the leverage o go into feature Tiim-
ors from AJF impresario Joe Stasts,  making,” Biswas said, —Dawid Tall




